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Stories are powerful 
because they give us a common 

point to build from. Once again we offer 
stories of what God is doing, in, for and 
through the family of FAC.

God wants to do a big work in your life. 
He longs to redeem you, cleanse you, 
heal you and connect you to Himself 

and to His family, the church. When the stories of God working in 
the lives of people are told, there is a hope released – “This can be my 
story as well!” Sharing God’s work in my heart brings hope that God 
can and will do the same for you. The stories of God’s work in us is all 
about connecting – to God and to each other.

God wants to do something for you as well. Wow ... he has done 
so much for me! Let me share one of my stories. My kids live at the 
centre of my heart. When Calah was born she had her arm behind 
her back ... that being said, her birth was drama. I was gripped with 
fear thinking I was going to lose both of my girls. So ... I prayed – out 
loud in the delivery room – “Lord, we need to have this baby!” Out 
she came – a bit blue, but she pinked up quick – yay, God! Tara was 
fine – tired, but fine. Wow … God doing something for me. There are 
so many more stories about provision, healing, comfort, inspiration, 
and so on. God wants me to share my stories of how He is for me. 
‘God for you’ stories are about growing ... trusting Jesus.

God wants to do great things through you. This is about serving and 
sharing. The kingdom of God is advanced on the changed hearts of 

those who believe. I heard a leader say that life’s experiences become 
our stories. I want to live to make Jesus famous and share the story of 
His love. When I share the stories of how God is working through me, 
it is not about ego or pride – it is about making Jesus famous. Stories 
are powerful.

Once again this edition of Storyline is about what God is doing – in, 
for and through the family here at FAC.  Enjoy. 

        Pastor Scott Weatherford (Lead Pastor)

What makes us tick?  In a nutshell, God – and you! Thousands 
of us come together each week, from all walks of life, with ethnic diver-
sity and from all ages, to “build lives that honour God.” The Bible is our 
plumb-line ... the absolute truth that sets in motion our teaching, our 
music and how we relate to each other and to God. We want more than 
anything as individuals and as a church to impact the city of Calgary and 
beyond. As part of the Christian and Missionary Alliance of Canada, we 
also think it’s very cool that we get to partner with some amazing people 
in other parts of the world as they also “build lives that honour God.”

We Value ...
 
CONNECTING in Life Groups – small groups of people who 
meet regularly to study the Bible, pray, serve and build relationship 
together. GROWING in our understanding of who God is and who 
He wants us to be – learning through prayer and the Bible how to 
live in vital connection with Him.  SERVING God by serving other 
people within the church and our community. SHARING the love 
and hope of Jesus Christ with others, both locally and globally.
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Over 3,800 (including children and youth) participated 
September 8/9, 2012 for the launch of “MyID” – our fall 
teaching series all about intentional discipleship. 

Photography by Cory Huchkowski, Paul Bottomley  
and  Daron Young.



First Alliance Church is nothing if not intentional! Birthed in a movement called The Christian and Mission-
ary Alliance, our DNA includes international reproduction – introducing people to Jesus Christ and congregating them in fellowships 
that will mature and reproduce. Everything must include a vision to reach all people groups for Jesus. Our goal is to simultaneously 
reach out locally and globally with a variety of evangelistic and compassion ministries designed to attract people to Christ, grow them 
up in Christ and turn them loose for Christ wherever He puts them.  

Although there are innumerable opportunities for involvement in international ministries and projects FAC is intentionally focusing 
on four “Big P” Partnerships. This intentionality is reflected in the decision to opt for a focussed approach to missions rather than 
a scattered one. FAC will always have a variety of smaller partnerships as God involves our people in other areas of the world, but  
strategically we are focussed on these four areas:

The Alliance in the DR Congo is large and vibrant so they don’t need 
our involvement for evangelism or church planting.  However, liv-
ing in a politically “failed state,” they are greatly under-resourced 
in ways that we can assist them to multiply their impact for Christ 
throughout their region and the world.   FAC is involved with Dr. 
Kenzo and the national church in leadership training and projects 
that involve construction and medical attention.

This volatile region includes everything but Christ.  Jesus Christ 
deserves their worship and they won’t have a life until they come 
to Him.  The Holy Spirit is drawing hearts to Himself in this region 
but there are very few workers to share the Good News with them.  
A national church can’t multiply if it doesn’t exist.  FAC is involved 
with workers in the region who are working hard to turn this 
around.

Countries on the north edge of Africa bordering the Mediterranean 
are (like the Arabian Peninsula) some of the least reached peoples in 
the world.  Part of the reason is that few international workers have 
been willing to live and work among these peoples.  No witness, no 
growth! But, God is working in surprising ways to get the attention 
of these people and FAC is involved in boosting the endeavors of 
the team of workers living in that region.

One of the most effective methods of building ministry in a for-
eign setting is to spiritually enrich the lives of Christian workers 
who live there.  An international, English-speaking congregation 
in Bali has requested assistance to do just that, so FAC is currently 
partnering with others to provide pastoral care in that church for 
the months ahead.  A veteran Alliance pastoral couple just left 
Canada to provide that leadership.  FAC provided for their trans-
portation costs and health insurance.

FAC is intentional in its focus on evangelism, discipleship, leadership training, church planting 
and encouraging national churches to go full circle with missionary vision.  These are our current  
Partnerships.  You are invited to help us honour God by your prayers, involvement and giving to reach these goals!

Photos from the short term mission trip to Congo this summer; Left to Right: local Congolese children, Nathan Bon-Bernard; connecting with  
a local boy; Nathan and Murray Kroeker helping with construction; Oden Gruszecki solving electrical mystery with local help.

Leadership Training   |   Construction   |   Medical Care Outreach   |   Growth

Worship   |   Changing Hearts Enriching Lives   |   Pastoral Care   |   Leadership



“Bibles and other Christian materials are so readily available to us in North America and through this trip I was  
impacted by the people who received Bibles for the first time and had their lives changed 
through His word.” –Dave Conrad, Leader for Spain Team 

“Although this wasn’t really in my comfort zone, I 
discovered this was where God wanted 
me to be and He was deepening my relationship 
with Him through this experience,” said Joan. “I saw 
how God can use all of us to achieve His purposes in 
the opportunities offered through short-term missions.” 
–Joan Meister, Muldova Team

“When you realize you have a limited amount of time 
to make an impact, share a hug, whisper encouragement 
… every moment becomes precious. 
There’s a desperation to get something done, even if 
you don’t know what, or to finish or continue what has 
only begun. And this is where our faith and trust in God 
comes in … for HIM to complete the work He has begun.” 
 –Terry Schmidt, Leader for Belarus Team

 
“Although this wasn’t really in my comfort zone,  
I discovered this was where God 
wanted me to be and He was deepen-
ing my relationship with Him through 
this experience ... I saw how God can use all of 
us to achieve His purposes in the opportunities of-
fered through short term missions.” – Joan Meister,  
Moldova Team

“Relationship building has to be 
on the forefront if we are going to 
work alongside God on these trips. 
The idea is to bring the gospel along with us, whether 
that’s pounding nails or meeting someone’s family in a 
12 x 12 home.”  – Tim, Congo Team

“We become advocates because we’ve 
seen, felt, hugged, tasted, and hurt ... We’ve been 
broken for what breaks the heart of God.”  
– Dawn Kroeker, Co-leader for Congo Team 

Our FAC Spain team with another team from Egypt 

Moldova team teaching English



Walk through the doors of First Alliance 
Church for a weekend service and you’ll 

see a truly wonderful sight. People in hearty handshakes 
with each other, couples gathering as kids run around their feet, an 
abundance of warm hugs and “How are you?” You may wonder how 
in the world you could come to know so many folks. A great place to 
start is a Life Group! People seeking relationships, connec-
tion, study, and most importantly an avenue to grow 
closer to God – this is what Life Groups are all about.    
                      
 Every September, groups of anywhere from four to twelve gather in 
homes or at the church, to share life. Through the year, these Life 
Groups grow in knowledge, love and friendship as God’s word is 
explored and related to life. Many of the groups continue to meet over 
the summer. Life Groups are not ‘a course,’ not a dreaded obligation 
we try to get out of week after week. Once you realize you are a part of 
something that grows you as a person and a believer, then ‘Life Group’ 
ceases to be a label. It – and the people who make it up – becomes 
your support team, lifting you in rough times, being that rock you can 
count on. Life Groups are so much bigger than an evening out; they 
are connection. We all crave connection; we are created to connect 
with God and with others.        

The Life Connection team is ready to welcome you and connect you 
with the appropriate Life Group for you. FAC has a deep passion for 
Life Groups. Ask any of the amazing Life Connection team, and they 
would have a plethora of impactful stories of people whose lives have 
been dramatically altered because of Life Groups. As they learn about 
your life situation, they will be able to point you to the right group for 
you to thrive in. The team wants you to find a place in a group that 
feels comfortable, that creates a feeling of belonging. 

We strongly encourage everyone to learn more about Life Groups 
and open your heart to becoming a part of one. The team at the Life 
Connection desk welcomes you with open arms. You can also visit the 
website, www.faccalgary.com, to learn about all the diverse Life Group 
options FAC has. There is never a better time to take your faith a step 
further and become a part of something amazing. 

    Life Groups are led by dedicated volunteer leaders who have followed  

    God’s calling to step up as disciples. If you feel God may be calling  
    you to pursue a higher level of discipleship in this role, make  
    sure you  connect with Pastor Grant Sylvester ! 
    (gsylvester@faccalgary.com / 403-212-8843)

   

Bruce and Fran Longley belong to an FAC Life 
Group they lovingly call ‘the Snowbirds’ since 

many of its members winter down south. Bruce and 
Fran have been at FAC since 2001 and plugged into their Life Group right 
away, developing and growing relationships that have become a corner-
stone in their lives. This was greatly evidenced this past summer.

On July 3, Bruce was driving with a friend, heading out to play golf. 
Without warning, Bruce suddenly felt ill and had to pull over at the side 
of the road. Pain like extreme indigestion would not abate. His friend im-
mediately called 911, who dispatched EMS from Priddis. On arrival, they 
quickly assessed Bruce, placed electrodes on his chest, and transported 
him to the Black Diamond hospital. Even though the appropriate drugs 
and “clot busters” were administered, Bruce went into full cardiac arrest 
and flatlined.

The medical team performed CPR and used the defibrillator to bring him 
back. Immediately he was transported to the Foothills Medical Centre 
Cardiac Service by ambulance where later that evening Bruce underwent 
surgery for an 80% occluded heart vessel. After a week in hospital, he 
was discharged home only to return later that night with shortness of 

breath when lying down and inability to sleep. He was admitted once 
again for congestive heart failure, spent another week in hospital, and 
was sent home and further recovered.

Bruce and Fran’s Life Group came together, 
providing huge support. Full meals were given, phone 
calls left well wishes and assurances of prayer, and two members of their 
Life Group took turns staying at their home throughout the night to 
provide help for Fran and Bruce when needed. Pastor Ray and Pastor Ed 
continually visited Bruce in the hospital and Fran received support and 
encouragement from their friends and family as she waited for her hus-
band to return home to recover. The love and support they felt from all 
was incredible. God used them in a huge way to be the hands and heart 
of Jesus. Fran and Bruce shared with me, “The faithfulness of 
the group and the church is really the core of 
our story. You must plug into a Life Group.”

God saved Bruce from sudden death that day. Jesus’ heart and hands 
were shown through so many bringing real and tangible love to a couple 
in desperate need of hope and assurance of a God who loves no matter 

what happens in life.   Written by Lynn Hookway



My ten-month-old daughter Simone has 
recently begun to attempt to stand on her 

own. While I’m supporting her she tentatively steps 
forward or reaches out to monkey-bar into the next set 
of arms. Of note is that just prior to making that first 
stumbling, boneless move, she almost always looks back. 
Almost always. Other times she just knows I’m there 
and gains a little extra time of great joy in the moment 
because, as I gather, she is pretty certain that I won’t ever 
drop her. This is faith ...

I suspect that over time as she moves forward on her own 
and earns her own identity, she may look back less and 
less. Our identities are for the most part formed by others. 
The influence of family, the expectations of friends, social 
stigmatization and labelling. I hope and pray that I am 
able to provide my daughter the tools to navigate these 
waters much more smoothly than I ever did. Or do now.

I believe I can say that my affinity to somewhat withhold 
my personal views of faith while interacting with those 
outside of our community is not that uncommon. Being 
‘tagged’ by others in a negative way because you are a 
Christian can be destructive and can challenge one’s limits 
to continue to behave as God would command. Giving 
my life to Christ was a pretty tough day. Growing into the 
new identity Christ is giving me while no longer allowing 
others to tell me who I am has been even tougher. 
The overriding fact is that this journey is 
gifting me the life of a better man, and 
my steps are like a small child looking back over 
their shoulder. It keeps me moving along to each new 
milestone and maybe someday, I won’t have to look back 
as often. The joys ahead are endless.

I decided that I had come along the path far enough to 
‘come out’ as a Christian. What had already transpired 
inside was bubbling to get out. So on August 22, I joined 
with a number of others and was baptized at the Prayer 
Gathering. Everyone else seemed much braver than I –  
I wasn’t just shaking because the water looked cold. 

“The pledge of a good conscience towards God” (1 Peter 
3:21) – and placing my trust in the cross I went down 
into the water. It was a new day, an internal and external 
celebration of becoming this new person, committed.

My mind is too small to understand all my heart tells me is 
true, but what I do know, without a doubt, is that with 
every new step I take in this world, I will always 
have the strength of the Father behind 
me. And no ‘mind too small’ can take Him from me. 

PREPARING FOR BAPTISM INFO NIGHT
Thursday, October 11, 2012
6:30 pm, Meeting Place 1
(Pick up a Baptism Packet from the Info Desk)

UPCOMING BAPTISM SERVICES
October 20/21
December 28/29



Thanksgiving ... what can I say about 
Thanksgiving? Seriously, I have no idea 
what to say. As I sat down to write this article, a thought 
came to mind: ‘How can I write about Thanksgiving when I don’t 
even know why we celebrate it?’ Then I wondered if I was the only 
one who basked in this ignorance. So I hit the street to get my 
answer. And by ‘street,’ I’m referring to Main Street at FAC .  

I grabbed my scribbler and a No. 2 pencil and posed a ques-
tion to random and not so random passerby-er’s (I realize this 
isn’t a word, but I couldn’t think of the correct term and I’m 
anti-thesaurus). Anyway, here’s the question: “Do you know why 
we celebrate Thanksgiving in Canada?” Pretty much everyone 
answered with “I don’t know.” So, I would stand there smiling until 
they realized the only way to get me to walk away was to elabo-
rate.  From this point I received replies that varied from “Because 
we always do,” to “Because I love turkey.” Some believed it was 
because the States do it so we do it too, while others guessed it 
had something to do with the end of harvest. Then, there were 
the extraordinarily witty folk who provided this answer: “To be 
thankful …” – and others who just stood there giggling. So, what 
did I gather from all this? While most people could provide me 
with an answer, none could say definitively why we celebrate 
Thanksgiving in Canada. 

The truth is all the answers were right. The official wording 

provided by the Canadian Parliament is: “A day of 
general thanksgiving to Almighty God for 
the bountiful harvest with which Canada 
has been blessed – to be observed on 
the 2nd Monday in 
October.” Now, I know I 
just said all the answers 
were right and then 
provided a quote 
that basically says 
one answer is 
right. It’s okay, I 
can back up my 

statement. Before the official proclamation in 1957, Thanksgiv-
ing can be dated as far back as 1578, observed on different days 
throughout the year and for a variety of reasons. In 1833 we 
celebrated Thanksgiving to commemorate the end of cholera. 
The following year in 1834 it was for the “end of the quarantine 
of ships in Grosse Isle.” But, then in 1887 we gave thanks for the 
“50th Anniversary of Her Majesty’s accession to the throne.” The 
point: BE THANKFUL! So to all of you who thought you were 
being silly with that answer, you were actually 100% correct. We 
don’t exactly celebrate Thanksgiving because the Americans do; 
however, after the American Civil War ended, British loyalists who 
defected to Canada brought with them their customs, which we 
adapted.  

So, with the brief history lesson over, I started thinking about the 
tradition that most families have of going around the table and 
saying what they’re thankful for. If you’re like my family you kind 
of want to get this part over with because there is a giant turkey 
staring you down, daring you to bite into him. So, we give the 
answers that come to our mind the quickest. “I’m thankful for 
family … friends … food …” – whatever gets the job done so you 
can teach that turkey a lesson. How dare he taunt you like that? 
However, after reading the variety of reasons Canada celebrated 
Thanksgiving in the past, I think this year I’m going to give my an-

swer a little more thought. I believe I owe it to a 
country that dares to still have a holiday 
that asks me to thank my ‘Almighty God.’ 
Now that’s something to be thankful for, 
and pretty specific. I should use that. But it’s not 
exactly personal. I think I can do better. 

I’m challenging myself this Thanksgiving to 
get personal with my thanks, and I offer this 

challenge to you as well. I’m not a farmer 
but I think I’ve had a pretty ‘bountiful 
harvest’ nonetheless.  Thanks to every-
one who indulged me and my survey! 

❁ 1 http://www.pch.gc.ca/pgm/ceem-

cced/jfa-ha/graces-eng.cfm74



Chef’s Note: This is not your typical recipe.  
I am attempting to teach you how to make a good soup, not 
exactly what goes into it. So have fun, play with it, and  
I hope you enjoy as much as I did! - Sterling Hunter

You Will Need:   
7-8 butternut squashes 
chicken stock (homemade is best) 
2-3 large white onions (diced) 
1-2 fennel bulbs (diced) 
600 ml maple syrup 
butter, cream, olive oil, salt and pepper

Preparing the Squash: 
Cut the top and bottom off, slice in half vertically, scoop 
out seeds, lay out on parchment-lined baking sheet, brush 
with oil and sprinkle with salt and pepper. Place in 350o 
F oven (cut-side down) and roast until soft (30-40 min). 
Once cooled, scoop out and set aside.

Making the Soup: Heat a heavy large 
pot, add oil (about 150-250 mls), allow oil to get hot and 
add onion, fennel, salt and pepper. Reduce heat and sauté 
until tender, add butter (about ½ cup), and a small portion 

of cooked squash, sauté for another few minutes, add 
maple syrup and reduce.  At this point you are look-
ing to “candy” everything in the pot, (about 5 min.) 
but watch carefully so as not to burn! Add remaining 
squash and stock until all ingredients are covered (liquid 
should be about an inch above the squash), let simmer 
about 20 minutes, stirring frequently to break up the 
squash. Using a blender, blend small batch at 
a time, adding a little cream each time.

Pine Nuts: For each cup 
of pine nuts add ¼ cup melted 
butter, 1 tbsp. berry sugar, 1 tbsp. 
brown sugar, and a pinch of salt.  
Mix all ingredients in a bowl, 
spread evenly on a parchment-
lined baking sheet, bake at 
350o F until golden (7-8 mins).  
Don’t over toast! Cool and 
sprinkle over soup. Enjoy!

Photo: http://fridgeandtunnel.com
/tag/hot-sm

oked-paprika-and-squash-soup/





“We had a fabulous week and saw 6 of our campers accept Jesus 

into their lives for the very first time. One of those campers was 
out with his grandmother, who has committed to make the camp 
experience possible for her grandchildren. It was thrilling to see the 
two of them together as I watched one generation pass on their pas-
sions and beliefs to another ... Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow!”   [Dawn Bon-Bernard, Elementary Week 1 Director]

“Sunny is a grade 7 student. Her family is in Canada for a few 
months, but their home is actually in Korea and they will return 
there later this year. Sunny speaks and understands English very 
well and as she heard the message of Jesus at camp this past 

summer, she knew she needed to surrender her life to Him, 
which she did Wednesday night. She sincerely desires to follow 
Christ, and when she left camp had resolved she would do just that. 
Her concern as she left was how her family would react as they are 
Buddhists. Pray for Sunny as she not only lives her faith out within 
her family but as they return to Korea. Pray that she would have 
many Christians in her life journey to encourage her and help her 
grow. Pray that God would use her to bring her entire family to a 
saving knowledge of Christ.” [Brad Carter, Jr. High Week 4 Director]
 

“When you combine 95 high schoolers with 25  
amazing staff in the Waiparous Valley, you have the makings  
of an outstanding week of camp. Our challenge for Week 8   
was to “Not Be A Fan” but to instead be a follower of Jesus.  
We focused each campfire around the question, “What does a  
follower of Jesus look like?” We saw 14 students make signifi-

cant decisions in their walk with Christ! We also had some good 
fun and competition throughout the day as we established our own 
“Olympic Games” and saw some epic battles around the camp. 
What a week – thank you so much for your support – lives were 
changed!” [Grant Sylvester, Sr. High Week 8 Program Staff]

    Watch for the It’s Sew Easy Craft Sale in support of          
     Camp Chamisall on November 13-15, 10 am-8 pm in the   
     Action Centre!  Find out other ways  you can support camp  
     year round:   www.campchamisall.com

Posted September 12, 2012
I  sat down this week to write a new inspiring blog entry only to 

run into a wall. I am not feeling creative or inspired in this moment. 

I am incredibly sad. I feel a heaviness in my spirit and I am not 

sure what to do with it or how to move forward. Perhaps the best 

thing to do is to simply sit here and let go of my eagerness to be “OK” 

for a few minutes and contemplate the sadness, enter into it, embrace 

it. On Monday at 4:12 pm I received the following text from my Mom:

 “Sorry everyone. Bad news again. We have 3 treatment 
choices which we will decide tonight. We are looking at 
months not years now.”
 

I can’t say that I was not expecting that news because I was; but it still 

smacks you in the face.
 

We gathered as a family that night and I was just numb. Mom seems 

fine, she looks incredible. How is this even possible? I don’t believe 

it. The next morning I woke up with a heaviness in my spirit. I went 

through the day yesterday and felt the sadness building and the 

heaviness increasing. So many questions flood my mind ... 

Read the rest; visit www.pastorbradyoung.com



Storyline:  Tell us about yourself.  
Roy McFadyen:  Well I’m a proud grandpa to three wonderful grand-
kids. I love the Lord deeply and serve Him wholeheartedly. During 
the school year I have a great job as a school bus driver. It is so reward-
ing to see the smiling faces of the kids each day. I have been attending 
FAC for about 10 years now.  
SL:  What are your hobbies and passions?  
RM:  Endless. Serving is my first passion. I never felt fully com-
plete until I began serving; it is what the Lord calls us to do. Harley 
motorbikes are also a love; I own a few bikes and love heading out on 
a beautiful day for a ride. Jazz music can be heard on my stereo most 
days and I enjoy strumming on my guitar. I can cook a pretty mean 
fish and Italian meal too.  
SL:  Where do you see God working in your life?  
RM:  Serving. I know the Lord is using my faith in Him to bring 
others to faith as well. I have been blessed with the gift of an outgoing 
personality and know God is using my love to talk with people as an 
avenue to bring His word to those around me. I feel that by speaking 
the pure and simple truth of God’s love to people I will be able to be a 
part of the growth of the body of believers.  
SL:  What is your favorite scripture?  
RM:  Can I say most of the Bible? For sure John 3:16 resonates with 
me, as it probably does with a lot of people. ‘For God so loved the 
world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.’  
SL:  What is your dream destination?  
RM:  Definitely Israel. I will go there one day. Since I am Scottish I 
would also like to see Scotland and connect with extended family there, 
dig deeper into family history. I have travelled Canada and Northern 
United States on my bike, which was a great experience for me.   
SL:  What is your vision for FAC in the next five years?  
RM:  I think we will see our family doubled in next five years. Our 
church culture is growing and changing to be more welcoming to 

those seeking Jesus. I think we will see a lot of the church growth 
happen in the younger generation as we focus on youth development. 
DiscoveryLand will also be a major part of the church growth as we 
see the expansion of DiscoveryLand bring in more and more young 
families. These people could very well come to be the heartbeat of the 
church in the future. I know FAC will become an even greater part 
of the community, contributing to serving those in need and sharing 
personal testimonies of God’s love.  
SL:  Lastly Roy, what animal are you; lion, otter, golden re-
triever, or beaver?  
RM:  Hmm, I would say a mix of lion, otter and golden retriever, 
mostly a lion if I had to pick one. I tend towards leadership and like 
organization but truly love people and communicating with others is 
important to me.  
SL:  Just by meeting you Roy we can tell how much you love 
the Lord and how passionate you are to spread Jesus’ saving 
name. Thanks for sharing with Storyline, Roy!

Here are a few of Roy’s favorite things ...
 
1.   His best pal Tank (an English bull dog)
2.   Football (Go Steelers and Yankees!)
3.   Music (bands like Third Day and Casting Crowns)

Written by Janeen Robertson



DANA BROWN is the new Director of Small Groups 
for grades 1-4.  She works part-time at two of the four weekend 
services in DiscoveryLand. We asked the mom of three to share a 
little more about herself!

When I was 10 yrs. old, I loved to … Climb trees, play dress up 
and spend all day at the beach. 
 
Now I love to … spend as much time as I can with my husband 
and children. We enjoy biking, hiking and swimming and playing 
with our new puppy “Georgia”.  I love being surrounded by my family. 

Best thing about being a kid is … Playing full out no matter how 
silly you look. 

My favourite way to spend a Saturday is ... at the lake floating on 
a raft and playing in the water with Kevin and the kids. 

MEELY CHO is our Early Childhood Director; she oversees 
the volunteers and program for infants to two year olds, and 
will be working at the check-in desk once a month. Here’s a little 
more about the mom of one!

When I was 10 yrs. old, I loved to … do arts and crafts.

Now I love to … read for fun when I can.

Best thing about being a kid is … having someone read you 
bedtime stories (in various voices).

My favourite way to spend a Saturday is … At the zoo with my 
husband and daughter when it’s nice out.

Funniest thing a kid has ever said to me is … “My leg hurts!” 
(while cradling her elbow).



the 
leadership  
of The Exchange (the new 
Sunday night service) has 

one goal in mind: to make 
Jesus famous and build 

lives that honour God by 
connecting, growing, serving, 

and sharing the great exchange of 
Jesus with pop-culture. Caleb Delamont, Creative Pastor 
of the service had this to say: “Jesus exchanged His throne for our 
freedom. Everything we do and everything we are is because of 
the exchange.” (Corinthians 5:21) Sunday night will not stray at all 
from the core principles and beliefs on which FAC is founded. The 
message and how it’s presented will be geared towards creat-
ing an atmosphere that, according to Caleb, “engages people on 
the fringe who think that church is not a place for them and help 
them understand that the discipleship journey can begin at any 
point. You don’t need to act a certain way or be a certain thing 
yet; it all starts with just a desire to know Jesus.” The act of Biblical 
discipleship is service and if those on the fringe are offered an 
environment to use the gifts and talents God has given each of 
them, their lives become acts of worship, giving purpose; and 
purpose gives courage to engage the world more effectively. 
The idea is that if an environment can be created that feels more 
comfortable to those people, they will be more likely to come, 
get connected, and bring their friends. Or, in the words of Pastor 
Scott, “You get who you’re like.” 

According to leadership, the artistic com-
munity will be a primary focus. “We 

don’t want to just be a place that 
has ‘good for church’ kind 

of art. We want to be 
functioning members 

of Calgary’s artistic 
community,” said 

Caleb. 

“I want our bands to be able to stand side by side with those 
who do this for a living – not because we are show-boating but 
because we believe that music is such a powerful tool to proclaim 
truth.” “We want to put FAC on the map, providing a platform to 
not only bands within our church but those from outside the 
church as well,” added Pastor Brad. With that mindset, secular but 
wholesome music will be incorporated into the services in hopes 
of breaking down preconceived notions and fears of judgment 
and tradition regarding church, creating a real and functioning 
community with those present. Intentional, Christ-centred wor-
ship will also be our artistic expression to the Creator for Who He 
is and what He’s done. 

Throughout all mediums of worship, whether 
it’s painting, music, poetry, dance or the Cross 
in the foam of your latte, Biblical authority will 
be maintained. “We want to tell the Jesus story though bril-
liant art,” said Pastor Brad, who went on to quote a church planter 
from BC: “’We’ll call sin sin, and Jesus is the hero every week.’” Wo-
ven into everything The Exchange is and does will be the hard-hit-
ting, uncompromised, non-judgmental truth about the exchange 
of God; it will just be carried out in an atmosphere that embraces 
some new faces. “The structure is a flexible blank slate limited only 
by our creativity and imagination,” noted Pastor Brad. “We want 
to be weird and eclectic and to craft and create unique services.” 
Because The Exchange will be mostly volunteer driven rather than 
staff driven, the need is for people pursuing excellence in their 
crafts to come forward and help make it look unique from week to 
week, and to help deliver the message in progressive, experimen-
tal, innovative, and informal formats while staying synced with the 
series followed in other services. 

Typical time restraints won’t be an issue for The Exchange; thus 
the end goal is that it won’t end with a send off, but that the 
music, worship, and community will continue. As Pastor Brad 
summed up, “There are going to be some late nights – come and 
see.”  The Exchange premieres Sunday, October 14 at 
6:30 pm with food trucks at the beginning, s’mores at 
the end, and a whole lot of Jesus-proclaiming art in 
between.  • Written by Heather Holt

the exchange
Sundays, 6:30 pm in the Sancturary @ FAC
Beginning October 14, 2012



Break out your 
wreaths and 

wrapping paper. 
Christmas is only three 
months away. It’s time to 

put up your outdoor lights … or take them down, depending on how 
much of a procrastinator you are. Personally, I prefer to keep them up 
year round, because that’s how much I love Christmas … It may seem 
early to be talking about Christmas, but for the cast and crew of this 
year’s Christmas production, it’s not early enough. Three months to 
rehearse. Three months to learn lines. Three months for choreography, 
set building, and costume knitting (... costumes are knitted, right?). 

I sat down with FAC’s Drama Director, Cheryl Siebring, to talk about 
her vision for the Christmas production. If I were to boil down an hour-
long conversation into just one word, that word would be “nudge.”  Al-
low me to explain.

Every year between six and seven thousand people attend the Christmas 
show. Some are part of the church family, many others are visitors – and 
for some, this is their first introduction to FAC. It’s the perfect time 
to invite your friends and family to an event that won’t hold 
a Bible over their heads, that won’t make them anxious or 
uncomfortable. It’s the perfect time to come and enjoy an engaging 
story of sacrificial love. And don’t forget the music, the likes of which 
you’ve never heard on FAC’s stage.

Jesus’ followers once asked Him about the stories He told. His response: 
“You’ve been given insight into God’s kingdom. You know how it 
works.” Now here is the important part. “But to those who can’t see 
it yet, everything comes in stories, creating readiness, nudging them 
toward receptive insight.” *

Stories are a big part of Jesus’ impact. He scatters His stories like the farm-
er scatters his seeds. Some land on the rocks, others among the thorns but 
some land on good soil and take hold. It may not be today or even this 
year, but the seed has been planted. The story has been told.

The Christmas show isn’t about preaching the 
gospel to churchgoers. It’s a silent witness to 
those in need; a gentle “nudge” down a new 
path. Who knows where the path will lead, but maybe, just maybe, 
the seed will land on receptive soil.

So bring your friends. Bring your family. Come enjoy a wonderful story. 
The cast and crew will have worked hard for three months to put it 
together. If you don’t believe that, come join our many volunteers and 
see, firsthand, the amount of time and effort that goes into these pro-
ductions. Besides, we can always use more costume knitters. ❉
*Mark 4:10-12 taken from The Message. 

At a multi-ethnic gathering hosted by the Filipino  
 group at FAC, a Nigerian brother shared, “I find great joy when 

I meet a Christian co-worker. If he is a Nigerian Christian, my joy is 
greater. But I experience even more joy when we all get together as 
brothers and sisters in Christ!” 

If God doesn’t care about our language, colour and cultures, 
how should we respond? Our desire is that FAC would serve to-
gether and strive to become a comfortable spiritual environment for 
all nations – a place with no cultural or language barriers for those 
who want to receive Jesus Christ as their Saviour and share life to-
gether.  It is an amazing blessing to be able to hear people’s stories of 
how God brought them from the other side of the globe to Canada 
and how they became Christians.  We truly see that God is moving 
people, churches, and the world.  What should be our response to 
this new spiritual movement in our generation?  

We’re currently building connections with ethnic individuals and 
groups, and to help build community we’re starting new ethnic 

gatherings on Friday nights and Sunday mornings here  
at FAC.  Join us in opening our doors to the nations! 

get involved! 

CONTACT PASTOR DAVID KANG
dkang@faccalgary.com / 403-723-6390

THE GIFT OF THE MAGI
December 6-9, 2012

Tickets go on sale
early November!
www.faccalgary.com



Kaura-lea Dueck is a 
twenty-one-year-old 

just beginning an eight-
month odyssey to Chiang 
Mai in Northern Thailand. 
Some may be daunted by the pros-
pect of leaving family, home and 
comfort  for an extended period, 
but for this self-proclaimed uncon-
ventional adventurer, it is another 
exploration into how God’s plan for 
her plays out in her life. 

“I’ve always been at home in my 
own skin,’ she states. As a result, 
her friends label her as self-assured 
and steadfast – not only in her tem-
perament but her opinions as well, 
which she shares freely. ‘I’m really 
not afraid to say what I think.” 

She credits her father as the most influential person in developing her 
self-esteem. ‘I’ve always been my daddy’s girl. He was always affirming 
me … telling me how wonderful I was. But he taught me to be practical, 
too. And because of that I am pretty even-keeled.’ 

Kaura-lea participated in her first cross-cultural experience through a 
high school youth mission trip with FAC. God was working on her 
heart and bringing her to His priorities. 

“Dallas Lundell, my youth pastor through junior high and high 
school, is the person who most impacted me spiritually. He challenged 
me to make my faith my own. I don’t remember the sermons he 
preached but he led me by example, encouraged me and introduced 
me to missions.”

This first trip brought her to a new understanding of God and how 
He was working in the world. It introduced her to a new culture and 
challenged her. She professes she was a homebody who hated change 
and anything different. ‘I got mad at my parents when they painted 
the fence a different colour.’ But during that initial mission, she fell in 
love with adventure and trying new and different things. 

A second mission trip followed after her grade 12 year and then led 
to a three-month internship with Inca Link in Quito, where Kaura-
lea discovered her own sense of independence and a calling to be an 
influence around the world. As a result, she changed her major from 

‘Christian Studies’ to ‘Intercultural Studies’ at Ambrose University. 
One of the main reasons for the change was the third-year opportu-
nity in that faculty for a long term ‘On Site’ internship. Kaura-lea’s 
search for the perfect place for her internship year led her to an orga-
nization called ‘Remember Nhu’ which helps prevent the exploitation 
of children in the sex trade industry around the world. The group  
establishes homes for young women in Cambodia, Thailand and 
Burma, lifting them from difficult situations that put them at risk and 
providing for their physical, educational, emotional and spiritual needs.

 ‘This is what I have been looking forward to; another prospect for 
leading others to Jesus in a long-term cross-cultural situation. And I am 
passionate about keeping young women out of the sex trade industry.”

    On September 8, Kaura-lea left for Chiang     
    Mei, Thailand, where she will spend the  
    next eight months serving in a children’s  
    home funded by ‘Remember Nhu’. 

“I’ll be helping with the general care of the girls there; with their 
homework and their English studies, doing some administrative du-
ties, caring for a disabled teenaged girl, teaching English to the care 
staff at the home, teaching Bible studies and helping at their on-site 
church and just doing whatever else they need me to do. I am super 
excited to go.”

Whatever life holds in store for her, Kaura-lea knows Who will be 
with her all the way. 

“Jesus is the One who in every situation, in every experience has loved 
me unconditionally. It boggles my mind when I think how big His 
plan is for me and how richly He has blessed me.  I attribute every 
good thing I have in my life to God’s unending grace for me.”

Kaura-lea  Dueck really is her Daddy’s girl.  

To receive prayer updates & learn how you can financially support Kaura-lea, email  k.dueck@live.ca



Every year come September I get 
all nostalgic and wish I was head-

ing back to school.  What’s not to love about the 
scent of freshly sharpened HB pencils, new backpacks, a flashy 
lunch box (perhaps I am dating myself there!), a new wardrobe, 
scads of lined paper and notebooks, the big yellow bus? But 
for some, heading back to school is not an easy time. In fact, it 
can be a very stressful, anxious time. Consider the parent who 
simply does not have enough to pay the bills or buy groceries, 
let alone purchase the required items on the school supply list. 
That mom or dad has no choice but to send their child to school 
ill-prepared to meet the academic and relational challenges that 
will accompany a lack of resources. Consider the child who must 
go to school that very first day knowing that they will be singled 
out and even scorned because they don’t have the coveted new 
backpack bulging with paper, pencils and the like – accompanied 
by the fresh wardrobe. Such children will likely feel shame, fear 
and feelings of inadequacy that won’t simply disappear once the 
newness of the school year wears off.

Enter Labour of Love. Through the dedicated efforts of FAC 
volunteers Cheryl Miller and Cindy Kusick, Labour of 
Love has impacted the lives of thousands of children. 
The vision of Cheryl and Cindy was – and is – for every student to 
receive a brand new backpack stuffed full of new school supplies 
at the beginning of the school year. After determining how many 
students attended the chosen schools, Cheryl and Cindy com-
piled a list of school supplies and went on a huge shopping trip. 
Many volunteers packed over 900 backpacks with the supplies 
and even more people helped to distribute the packs.  

This year, five specific schools in Forest Lawn, Ogden, Lynnwood 
and Dover, all under-resourced areas of our city, were chosen 
as the recipients of the lovingly packed backpacks. When the 
principal of the Alternative High School was contacted 
regarding receiving the backpacks, she broke down 
in tears, overwhelmed with the generosity of God’s 
people. “The difference this will make in the lives of the students 
is unbelievable. I can’t believe someone would do this for us!” 
Reportedly, the principal was seen doing a happy dance in her 
office after receiving this call.

Many thanks to Supreme Basics and Staples in Shawnessy for the 
incredible discounts they offered to make this project feasible. 
While FAC paid for the supplies, many within the FAC family also 
shared of their resources to help make this possible. Thanks to 
the vision of a few women who truly want to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus and the generosity of many, over 900 children 
will get started on the right foot this school year. 
This is a great example and inspiration to us all.  ✂ 

Have an idea of how can you can get involved in 
and bless your neighbourhood?  Post your idea: 
www.facebook.com/faccalgary



IN THE KNOW 
Connect
Men | Women Ministries

“Extravagant Love” Women’s 
Retreat: October 19-21, 2012 
Join us for a weekend at South-
ern Alberta Bible Camp as we 
explore the height and depth of 
God’s presence and heart for you! 
Enjoy times of worship, prayer 
and small group discussion. Cost: 
$145; register by October 17. 
Contact Cathie Hall chall@ 
faccalgary.com/403-258-7249.

Sisterhood (Mentoring) 
Begins October 1, 2012 
This informational gathering will 
meet once a month for young 
sisters and older sisters who want 
to build relationship, share, laugh 
and cry together while finding 
out who we are in Christ by going 
through the book, True Womanhood 
101. Contact Tara Weatherford 
tweatherford@faccalgary.com 
/403-258-8292.

HERO Men’s Conference
November 2-3, 2012 
Join us in the Harvest Rooms 
with speakers Pastors Scott 
&Stan Weatherford! Cost: $49; 
contact Grant Sylvester gsylves-
ter@faccalgary.com/403-258-7249.

Atlantic Provinces Meet & Greet   
Are you from the East Coast? 
Join us for a fun meet & greet 
on Sunday, November 18, 2 pm 
in Harvest DE. RSVP to Jim & 
Eleanor McLellan 403-236-2476/
jfmgeoel@shaw.ca.

Serve
Opportunities to Volunteer

Inn From the Cold
We are currently looking for a 
married couple to serve as over-

night supervisors to our overnight 
guests one Monday per month, 
from 9:30 pm-5 am. Contact Bill 
& Sheri Rubel wmrubel@shaw.
ca/403-939-1435.

Ministry Fair 
October 27/28, 2012
Wander down Main Street (our 
foyer) after the weekend services 
on October 27/28 and discover 
our many areas of ministry, and 
how you can best plug in and 
help out! For more info, contact 
Cindy Bartlett cbartlett@faccal-
gary.com/403-258-4355.

Share
Global Impact | Ethnic Ministries

 
Family Friday Nights 
Join us for a fall festival featuring 
ethnic foods October 12, 6:30-
9:30 pm in the Gym! Interested 
in getting involved? Please contact 
Pastor David Kang dkang@fac-
calgary.com /403-723-6390.

Grow
Classes & Courses @ FAC

66 Love Letters
Wednesdays, 6-6:45 pm, Atrium

Walk through Dr. Larry Crabb’s 
book, “66 Love Letters” with 
Georgina Hus. Each week come 
prepared to discuss the current 
book of the Bible we’re on, and 
its application to our lives. (Book 
available for purchase through 
Cornerstone Resources). Drop-
ins welcome! No cost.

Bridging the Gap 
Saturdays, 7:45-8:45 pm in the 

Prayer Centre Learn about the 
amazing compatability that exists 
between the record of the Bible, 
astronomy, geology, archeology 
and anthropology with Don Daae, 

(Geologist & Executive Director of 
Genesis International Research  
Assoc.) Cost: $5, join anytime.  

Christianity Explored  
Thursdays, 7-8:30 pm, Harvest AB  
Explore who Jesus is, and what it 
means to follow Him. Whether 
you have previous church experi-
ence, Bible knowledge or none 
at all, this course is for you! 
Everyone is welcome. Cost: $5, 
Register online or at Cornerstone 
Resources.

Discipleship Explored  
Thursdays, 7-8:30 pm, Harvest DE 
Learn about the principles of the 
Christian life as outlined by
the Apostle Paul, in the book of 
Philippians. This course is ideal 
for new Christians, but everyone 
is welcome! Cost: $5. Register on-
line or at Cornerstone Resources.

Bible Study on Daniel
Sundays, 11:15 am-12:15 pm
Southbend Room  
Join others taking a first-time 
look at God’s blueprint for the 
future from the book of Daniel. 
Using simple skills, we’ll dig 
directly into the Bible to see what 
it says. Cost: $10 (includes study 
guide); runs until November 25. 

Preparing for Baptism
October 11, 6:30 pm 
Learn all about baptism at FAC 
during this info session in  
Meeting Place 1, and be baptized 
October 20/21! Pick up a packet 
from the Info Desk prior to the 
class. Register online, or contact 
Janet Loewen jloewen@faccalgary.
com/403-252-7572.

The Power of a Day Retreat
October 20, Harvest AB 
Develop your “Life Purpose” 

in less than 15 minutes, look at 
the five most important areas of 
your life and create your “Year 
Purpose” in this 9 am-12:45 pm 
workshop with Bill Westmacott. 
For pricing & to register, go on-
line or at Cornerstone Resources.
   
Support & Recovery
Being There for Each Other 

Single & Parenting
Mondays, 7-9 pm, Mtg Place 1 
Can I be successful as a single 
parent? How do I deal with the 
financial and social pressures I am 
facing? Be equipped and get the 
support you need this fall! Begins 
November 5. Register online or at 
Cornerstone Resources.

Widows’ Connection
November 17, 2012
What is normal after losing your 
husband? What are your vulner-
abilities? Join us for conversation 
and community, 2-4 pm in the 
Prayer Centre. For more info, 
contact Janet Loewen jloewen@
faccalgary.com/403-252-7572.

Students
Jr. High | Sr. High | Young Adults

elevation Jr. High Retreat 
October 26-28 @ SABC
Register online or pick up a  
brochure from the Info Desk!  
Cost: $100 before October 21, or 
$125 after October 21. Contact 
Sara Vanderveen svanderveen@ 
faccalgary.com/403-212-8849.
 
Oxygen Sr. High Retreat 
October 26-28  @Camp Chamisall 
Register online or pick up a  
brochure from the Info Desk!  
Cost: $125 before October 21 or 
$155 after October 21. Contact 
Sara Vanderveen svanderveen@ 
faccalgary.com/403-212-8849.



The Source (Young Adults) 
Gym Night is Saturday, Oct. 13, 
8:15-10:30 pm! Then join us for a 
night of worship on Thursday, 
Oct. 18, 7 pm. For more info 
contact Jonathan Klein jklein@
faccalgary.com/403-212-8851.
 

CommunityLink
A Little Bit of Everything
 
Formula4Hope Update 
(Calgary Pregnancy Care Ctr.) 
Thank you First Alliance Church 
for your total donation of 
$5,478.61 to the Formula4Hope 
baby bottle campaign during May-
June 2012! For more info, visit 
www.pregcare.com.

Operation Christmas Child 
October 27-November 18 
FAC is an official drop-off site for 
Samaritan’s Purse! Shoeboxes and 
brochures will be available for pick 
up on Main Street beginning  
October 27; drop off your filled 
shoeboxes by November 18. For 
more info, contact Karen Fehr  
operationchristmas@faccalgary.
com/403-278-8640. 

Need a Helping Hand?
Tool Team offers practical help 
for anyone with financial/physical 
challenges, including appliance 
& household repairs, basement/
garage clean-up, snow removal & 
more. Contact Dave Bruce tool-
team@faccalgary.com/403-256-
1995 or drop off a request in the 
“help” box in the Action Centre.

WorldServe Thrift Store
Watch for this new Thrift Store 
ministry coming this winter to 
Calgary, located on 58 Avenue! 
Net proceeds will support projects 
around the world spreading 
the gospel, training pastors and 
providing humanitarian aid. Do-
nation drop boxes will soon be lo-
cated at FAC; gently used clothes 
and furniture needed. Contact 
thriftstorecalgary@worldserve.org
/403-805-0030.

Rakes Needed -  Keara Penton 
is looking to borrow rakes for a 
Rake-N-Run event at Ambrose 
University College. To lend a rake 
or for more information, contact 
Keara kpenton@my.ambrose.edu
/403.862.2760.

 

                      the exchange 
Sundays, 6:30 pm, Sanctuary

Join us for creative worship and 
Biblical teaching. Don’t miss 
the food trucks & s’mores at our 
launch on October 14! Contact 
Caleb Delamont cdelamont@ 
faccalgary.com/403-723-6392.
(Twitter: @exchangeyyc)

IN LOVING MEMORY

Condolences - to Gloria Harrison 
and family on the passing of her 
husband Don. A funeral was held at 
the church September 8.

Sympathies - to Susan Anderson & 
family on the passing of her mother. 
A funeral was held at the church 
September 20.

Funeral Information Line  
Find out details about upcoming 
memorial services here at FAC; call 
anytime: 403-258-4362.

CHILD DEDICATIONS

We celebrate with Remi Bertini & 
Mary Gacian Doctolero who dedi-
cated their son Riley Joseph Bertini 
to the Lord on September 1, 2012!

Child Dedication Service  
If you’re interested in dedicating 
your child(ren) to the Lord, pick 
up a brochure available at the Info 
Desk or contact Sharon Teichroeb 
steichroeb@faccalgary.com/403-
212-8847.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to Hannah Swystun,  
Randy & Maria Jamieson, Efrain 
Maglioni, Melanie Henry and Brian 
& Angela Hargreaves who joined us 
in Membership in September!

Membership Matters and is an 
important step of deepening your 
commitment to your church family! 
For more info, please contact  
Heather Brown hbrown@ 
faccalgary.com/403-212-8854.

CELEBRATIONS

Congratulations - to Bertie 
McCrackin, who celebrated 
her 95th  birthday on August 
31, 2012!

Bridal Shower - You’re invited 
to celebrate with Michelle Pet-
kau (fiancee of Deniss Velikod-
nijs) on October 13, 10 am-12 
pm in the Atrium here at FAC. 
Please RSVP to Julie McPhail 
403-258-8286.

To our beloved FAC family - 

Thank you for your love and support 
over the past 22 years. We have been 
blessed to serve among you and will 
miss you greatly. Thank you also for  
the wonderfully warm, respectful and 
encouraging evening we enjoyed with 
many of you last Sunday evening.  
We truly value your prayers as  
we endeavour to seek God’s  
guidance for our future.  
Jason, Jocelyn, Victoria and  
Spencer Erhardt

Let me take this opportunity to 
thank you for your love and care 
for Cheryl and I as we served 
at FAC. It was a privilege 
to be a part of a great church 
family with such a rich legacy. 
Thank you as well for a generous 
love offering that will help in a 
major transitional time for us.  
You have no idea how encouraged 
we are! May God’s blessing continue 
to rest upon you.  
 

Pastor Randy Rohrick  
Westshore Alliance Church 
(Victoria, BC)



Check out more photos of what’s happening @ FAC!  “LIKE” us online: www.facebook.com/faccalgary

July 7-8

Prayer Gathering, August 22

Canada Day Tailgate Party, July 1

Wheels 4 Wells, June 2

5th Annual Show ‘N Shine, July 21

Prayer Gathering baptism, August 22


