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One of the great traditions of 
the South is storytelling – it’s a 
part of the culture. As a child, I would sit 
and listen while my father and his broth-
ers retold stories from their youth. Those 
stories got bigger and better every time 
they were told. They were often epic tales 
of youthful adventures or mischief that 
would entertain and inspire me. At times, 

these stories were about tragedy and heartache. In all of them, there were 
truths and lessons.  

If my father’s stories were never told, I would never have discovered how 
his life was built by God. I believe that he shared his tales out of sheer 
joy. I am sure my dad never thought that his stories would leave such an 
impression on my life – but they did! 

This issue before you is about stories…stories of life change and of 
God’s movement right here at First Alliance Church. We are sharing the 
stories of Jesus. It is my hope and prayer that you are inspired to share 
your story as well. God is busy building you and He wants you to live to 
make Him famous. That fame is best spread by your story.

I have been a pastor for a long time and I have never experienced a 
movement of God like I am witnessing in these days. The purpose of 
this publication is to keep that fire raging. We are given experiences that, 
when shared, will shape the faith and actions of those we love. Our expe-
riences are treasures to share. God never wastes a hurt, and by sharing we 

uncover the great goodness of God. God loves a celebration, so when we 
share, we celebrate. God loves life change, and our stories are a testament 
to His goodness.

Enjoy the stories and start shaping your own. We have a saying in the 
south when it comes to preaching…we call it bragging on Jesus. That is 
what this publication is all about…bragging on Jesus. Enjoy!

Psalm 118:17

Pastor Scott Weatherford (Lead Pastor)

 

What makes us tick?  In a nutshell, God – and you! Thousands 
of us come together each week, from all walks of life, with ethnic 
diversity and from all ages, to “build lives that honour God.” The Bible 
is our plumb-line ... the absolute truth that sets in motion our teach-
ing, our music and how we relate to each other and to God. We want 
more than anything as individuals and as a church to impact the city of 
Calgary and beyond. As part of the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
of Canada, we think it’s very cool that we get to participate with some 
amazing people in other parts of the world as they “build lives that 
honour God.”

Our Values ...   
 
CONNECTING in Life Groups – small groups of people who meet 
regularly to study the Bible, pray, serve and build relationship together. 
GROWING in our understanding of who God is and who He wants 
us to be – learning through prayer and the Bible how to live in vital 
connection with Him.  SERVING God by serving other people within 
the church and our community. SHARING the love and hope of Jesus 
Christ with others, both locally and globally.
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First Alliance Church ... building lives that honour God.

a letter from
 Pastor Scott Fun Times: Chili Warm Up 2012

A couple times a year we like to get together just to share 

some fun at FAC. Sunday, January 29 was our third annual 

Chili Warm Up – a tropical, block-party-meets-winter-carnival 

afternoon of fun! With about 1400 folks in attendance, FAC 

was abuzz with free food, broomball, activies for kids and 

live music. A big shout out goes to the many volunteers who 

made this community event a big success!

12345 40 Street SE Calgary, Alberta
Phone: 403-252-7572 | info@faccalgary.com 
www.faccalgary.com

www.faconline.tv (online campus)
www.facebook.com/faccalgary
www.twitter.com/faccalgary

[Chili Warm Up photos courtesy of Quinn Hystad]



DESTINATION: 
Nicaragua 
For several years, a team 

from FAC head down to  

Nicaragua to help build up 

the local church – literally.

The 2012 Nicaragua team – made up of 23 FAC volunteers (18 
men and 5 women) plus one volunteer leader from Samari-

tan’s Purse – travelled to Bluefields; this is FAC’s second year partner-
ing in this region. Nicaragua is located in Central America just between 
Honduras and Costa Rica and is the second poorest nation in the region. 
The trip is made possible by the prayer and support of the FAC family.

While in Nicaragua, the team partnered with the local church in a 
number of ways. School construction is a major labor focus 
each year, engaging about half the team on any given day; this year 
the team worked on second level classrooms. The team also visited local 
schools, teaching about Canada, and leading a Bible story and craft and 
games and sports activities. An eyeglass clinic, operated by 6-7 team 
members, saw around 600 clients, with close to 500 people receiving pre-

scription eyeglasses. The team were able to pray with patients 
and saw many come to Christ. A visit to a quarry, where workers 
produce bags of crushed gravel to make a basic living, gave opportunity 
to distribute 50 food parcels; an additional 30 were left behind with a 
local pastor to meet more needs.     

The team also visited the island of Rama Cay, an area of great need.  
They held an eyeglass clinic and ran a sports day. Marinus Hus, FAC 
Team Lead, was able to spend some time with the pastor of a local  
Moravian church – who is native to Rama – and encourage him.

 
After their return, Storyline sat down with members of the team to  
get their impressions. Here’s what Michele Flynn had to say ...

POPULATION: 5,891,199

AREA: 130,373 km²  

LANGUAGES: Nicaraguan Spanish

GDP PER CAPITA: $2,627

RELIGIOUS MAKEUP [%]
Catholic ......... 73%

Protestant ....... 14.79%  (2% Moravian)

Other ............ 2%

No Affiliation .... 10% 
Storyline: Tell us a bit about yourself, Michele.

MF: I grew up in Calgary, moved around the province, but always came 

back. I’ve been a watershed forrester, landscaper, and cook, so working 

in Cornerstone Resources is my fourth career. After I becoming a Chris-

tian 10 years ago, God gradually showed me how much I love serving 

people. Now, I serve in the church in different ministries, but it’s more 

than a job – it’s a calling.

SL: How did you get involved in the Nicaragua missions trip?

MF: I was called to go to Nicaragua in 2005. After going to a Missions 

dinner, where I heard a talk by David Walcott, I signed up, not knowing 

what would happen. Frankly, I was kind of afraid. However, relation-

ships with my teammates soon developed at team meetings and I felt 

more comfortable as the time to leave drew near. I had no idea what to 

do or where God wanted me to be, so I tried each of the areas, serving 

in construction, school outreach, and the medical clinic. I started  

in construction, and was totally accepted by the team and the Nicara-

guans (who were not used to women on construction sites). I have led 

the school program, and volunteered for the eyeglass clinic and that 

is where I thought God wanted me to be. I love the eyeglass clinic, but 

it is hard because you can’t help some people. For example, you may 

have to tell someone they need cataract surgery, which you know they 

can’t afford.

SL: Tell us about the people that you have met.

MF: I met a woman named Dalia; she reads the Bible every day. We 

were able to get her glasses, so she could read God’s Word better, since 

she was having trouble seeing. Children are the most satisfying to help, 

because having glasses greatly impacts their lives.

SL: How has Nicaragua improved your relationship with God?

MF: It changes my perspective about what is important. My experience 

in Nicaragua gives me the assurance that God is working in every little 

thing, even if I don’t see it all the time. The trips help me focus on God’s 

work, and not on all the distractions of life. I’ve become focused on 

serving, which is what we are called to be – servants. My challenge is to 

keep this perspective when I return to Canada.

SL: What is your favourite thing about Nicaragua?

MF: I have to say it’s the joy I see in the people of Nicaragua, and their 

strong faith when it seems like they have nothing else.

SL: How has this [mission trip] changed you?

MF: It has reminded me that God is in my life and following Him is 

beyond any joy I could have imagined. 

   
   “For I know the plans I have for you,”  
    declares the Lord, “plans to prosper  
    you and not to harm you, plans to  
    give you a hope and a future.”  
    - Jeremiah 29:11(NIV)

Written by Daron Young & Elizabeth Anderson



DiscoveryCamps 2012
 

Son Games Pre School Camp 
Son Games Grade School Camp
Sewing Camp
SummerSlam Sports Camp
Afternoon Adventure

July 3-6, 9:15 am-12:15 pm.
 
Registration for all camps begins April 9 and will be  
available online through mid-June, or until camps are full:  
www.faccalgary.com (under EVENTS).

“My son thought it was awesome and woke up 
every morning excited to go to camp!”

SIGN UP TO SERVE!
discoverycamps@faccalgary.com

Kids Give, Too!
Each week at DiscoveryLand, children learn about God and have fun, but 
they also begin to learn early on about giving to God and to others. They 
participate in giving money for several varied projects throughout the year – 
typically raising around $2,000 for each over a 3-month 
period! Kids can bring money or donate the Bible Bucks they receive in 
DiscoveryLand – and donors match the Bible Bucks dollar-for-dollar with 
actual money. “We really want to help kids think beyond 
themselves from early on,” Pastor Crystal Sylvester says.

For volunteer Evan Schmidt, a decision on where to invest his time at church came from experi-
ences he had growing up at FAC. “DiscoveryLand has always been a safe environment 
that focused on my relationship with God,” Evan says. “Having that base for my relationship 
with Christ has made that aspect of my life more solid.”

Schmidt first volunteered with DiscoveryLand at 13 and has been serving as a classroom 
leader ever since, now adding host and worship leader to his list of responsibilities. “My favorite 
part of volunteering is hanging out with the kids,” says Evan. “I’ve been with the same group since 
they were four-year-olds and now they are in grade two. It brings a sense of consistency to my 
week when I get to come to church, have some honest fun with these kids that I’ve made connec-
tions with and see God work in them.”

After each weekend, Evan hopes that the children take away simple truths 
about God that he learned in DiscoveryLand when he was growing up. “I hope they take away 
the same thing that I found helpful as a kid in DiscoveryLand,” Evan says, “that Jesus has some big 
love for them and that there is somewhere that they can be comfortable to learn about their faith.”

And Evan hopes that many more people will try volunteering with  
DiscoveryLand. “DiscoveryLand is for everyone. We have such a diverse  

team and each person has something different to offer these kids, with different  
experiences and ways of seeing the world. The joy of working with kids this age is 
that you don’t have to do anything to be cool, but showing up and just putting out 
the effort for them shows results, day in and day out.”

Evan Schmidt, Age 19, DiscoveryLand Volunteer

A few minutes before a recent 
Saturday evening service at FAC, 

the colorful front hallway of the DiscoveryLand 
PreSchool area filled up with eager little ones 
heading to their weekly classes. Some pulled on 
the arms of their parents, excitedly bellying up 
to the check-in area. Others bolted into the area, 
giggling with friends and siblings. Volunteers 
quickly checked in each child and sent them and 
their parents on their way to their classrooms.

Each weekend, before any children arrive, vol-
unteers gather to plan and pray for the service. 
DiscoveryLand volunteers serve one service each 
weekend for one month and then continue on 
a one-month-on and one-month-off schedule; 
some opt to serve every month. This provides 
both consistency for the kids and community 
for the leaders. Staff and volunteers ensure safety 
by using a computer system to check children in 
and monitor ratios in all age groups. “Once we 
reach the maximum in a certain room, we have 
to be creative in order to accommodate each 
child,” Sylvester explains. “We offer the oppor-
tunity to be in a class near their age level, move 
volunteers into that classroom, or offer the parent 
the opportunity to stay and help as part of our 
Parent Serve program.”

The need for adequate space and volunteers has 
become more pressing with the ever-expanding 
attendance in DiscoveryLand. The average 
attendance of DiscoveryLand has gone 
from 400 children per weekend in 2006 
to 580 children per weekend during the 
last six months – an increase of 45%. 
Also during the last six months, 395 children 
have attended DiscoveryLand for the first time.

“With all the expansion going on in the south-
east quadrant of the city right now, it would be 
unwise for us not to prepare for more growth in 
the next few years,” Sylvester says. “We are prob-
ably still two to three years out from completion 
of a potential expansion in DiscoveryLand, but 
we are looking at extending the PreSchool hall-
way, adding more classrooms and a Grade School 

theater; this would allow for more secure space 
for children, which we really need as we continue 
to grow. We fully believe that God will provide 
volunteers, or a building, or whatever we need. 
We are just grateful to be able to help families 
lead children to Christ.”

And that is just what the leadership and volun-
teers at DiscoveryLand focus on each weekend at 
all three services. “We think that it is really 
important to have fun, but also provide 
really meaningful lessons,” says Sylvester. 
“Both will keep kids coming back each week.” 
Lessons focus on simple principles for a month at 
a time using foundational stories from the Bible, 
so that by the end of the month, children can 
articulate what they have learned. The PreSchool 
and Grade School programs start every service in 
separate worship and large group instruction and 
then break off into small groups. Children then 
work on activities and crafts and learn a memory 
verse to help reinforce what they have learned.

    “Our mission is to be a place     
     where kids discover God. We  
     want to partner with parents  
     to help their children discover  
     who God is and to help them  
    develop a relationship with Him.”

And it seems the children are understanding 
and connecting with the lessons they hear each 
week. Since Christmas, 70 children have 
made Jesus their forever friend! “Our 
mission is to be a place where kids discover 
God. We want to partner with parents to help 
their children discover who God is and to help 
them develop a relationship with Him,” Syl-
vester states. “We believe it is necessary to have 
an excellent program for kids and to encourage 
parents to grow healthy, happy families.”

W Emily Robertson loves to run and head out  
to the mountains to ski in her spare time.



Besides her three beautiful kids: Jacob (9), Curtis (8) and  
Ashleigh (2), here’s a few of Sara’s favorite things ... 

1. lip gloss: an absolute must in Calgary’s dry climate.
2. morning cup of joe: the bigger the better!
3. rings: not specifically the one shown; just rings in general.
4. digital camera: Sara is famous for her Facebook photo 
albums which are constantly being added to. 

1.

2.

4.

3.

A small spark can ignite a flame.  

The flame can bring light and warmth  
to a whole room. 

Headaches, sleepiness and stomach pains can make for a miserable 
day. Indecisiveness, anxiety, irritability, lethargy, and hostility are 
not easy to be around. When these problems are brought into the 
classroom, the quality of education plummets. Students may be in 
the nurse’s office instead of the classroom or unable to focus because 
of discomfort. Disruptive behavior may suck learning time from the 
classroom. Either way, the side effects of not eating breakfast are not 
conducive to learning.

Several years ago, one mother noticed these common problems 
while her child was attending Sherwood School in southeast 
Calgary. Her interest sparked, she brought her concerns to FAC. It 
didn’t take long for a flame to ignite. And thus began ... The Sher-
wood School Breakfast Store.

The Breakfast Store makes a healthy start accessible to all students. 
For fifty cents, they can purchase a Breakfast Bag containing a ba-
gel, milk product, fruit and juice. FAC’s Community Impact team 
spearheads The Store, raising funds as well as manning and serving 
breakfast. But just as importantly – really more importantly – posi-
tive, caring Christian volunteers get to hang out with the kids and 
build relationships that could be life-changing.

In John 8:12, Jesus says, “I am the light of the world.” And in Mat-
thew 5:14, He says to his disciples, “You are the light of the world.” 
This truth is not only life-altering but also world-changing. Jesus 
has come into the world to bring light to our darkness, but He has 
also sent us to bring His light to those who so desperately need it. 
This is happening at The Breakfast Store.

Light, though, can dwindle or grow. Randy Carter joined “the 
breakfast club” almost 5 years ago. He has built many relationships 
with both students and staff. Randy and other FAC volunteers be-
came aware of other needs in the school. New sparks ignited. FAC 
stepped in to help “fix up” some of the classrooms, a backpack drive 
was put into place and nutritious snacks were provided for six exam 
days in June. For a Staff Work Day, Harvest Ministries, along with 
FAC staff and volunteers, catered a fabulous BBQ to show apprecia-
tion for the staff of Sherwood School.

Last year, the relationship was taken to the next level as  
students were invited to join Randy at Camp Chamisall, a  
Christian & Missionary Alliance camp about 100 km northwest of 
Calgary. Sherwood Assistant Principal Dale Martin explained that 
this invitation sent the message that others in the community care 
about each student. This was also the first time to a camp for the 
majority of the students.  Last year, 17 students attended Camp.  
This year, thirty students are expected to attend. Just imagine the 
impact a week at Camp can have on these students. Then imagine 
the impact the Light of the Holy Spirit will have on those students, 
their friends at school, their parents and their siblings.

The relationship between school and church can be a sensitive one  
–but it doesn’t have to be. “FAC has a special place in our hearts,” 
Mr. Martin says. “Our philosophy as a school is to care for the 
whole child and to help them find their role, place and purpose in 
the world. The more they can connect to the greater community, 
the easier that is to do. FAC is one way they see those connections 
in action.” 

The relationship between Sherwood School and FAC is warm 
and growing. A small spark has ignited a flame and we can’t let it 
dwindle. To fan the flame, volunteers are always needed to help  
assist with The Breakfast Store. Remember, “You are the Light of 
the world.” (Matthew 5:14).  Sarah McCoy hails from Texas.

SHERWOOD SCHOOL BREAKFAST STORE
Contact Aileen Cowan
cowana@shaw.ca | 403-249-1952

CAMP CHAMISALL
www.campchamisall.com 
1-877-322-4592

{HELLO MY NAME IS}

student ministries admin.

Storyline: Tell us about yourself!
SV: I am a single mom with three kids who give me joy.
SL: What is your favourite memory?
SV: I remember snuggling with each of my kids when they were new-
borns. I was holding this new life and I remember the feeling of being 
so contented and feeling so blessed.
SL: Any favourite teachers?
SV: I have been lucky enough to have had several great mentors in my 
life that gave me much wisdom and encouragement.
SL: Favourite scripture?
SV: Proverbs 3:5, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding. In all your ways submit to Him and He will 
make your path straight”. It reminds me to trust His Word when I ques-
tion things. It makes me want to continually seek Him because He 
keeps His promises.
SL: What is your favourite thing about working at FAC?
SV: I feel so blessed to be on staff at a church I have been attending 
for over three years, and doing work for a ministry I believe in with all 
my heart.  There’s a spirit of dedication and kindness among everyone 
on staff, and it truly is a team of people working happily together.  
Awesome memories have been created and will continue to be created 
not just for me, but for my kids who’ve been welcomed with the same 
open arms here.
SL: Can you tell us about a fun, favourite work story?
SV: One day when my youngest child, Ashleigh, came to work with 
me, she asked Pastor Jonathan Klein to read her a story – and pulled 
out her Hanna Goes Potty book. A few pages in, Jonathan asked if I 
had any other books and for him to read to her – he couldn’t keep a 
straight face with all the bathroom talk. With Ashleigh on his lap, he 
continued to read from the Bible for Toddlers. I went back to work at 
my desk. A few minutes later, he called to me, “Do I have to read this 
whole book to her?” It was 398 pages – I’m not sure how far they got 
through the book!
SL: What is your favourite colour?
SV: Pink.
SL: It’s ultra girly, happy, fresh, and fun – just like you, Sara!  
Thanks for chatting with us!

Written by Elizabeth Anderson
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“Here comes Peter Cotton Tail, hoppin’ down 
the bunny trail, hippity hoppity, Easter’s on 

its way…” Okay, what do bunnies have to do with Easter? What 
about eggs? “The Lord is risen – here’s an egg…” Pardon? Year after 
year we paint eggs, go on hunts and devour chocolate molds of bun-
nies (starting with the ears, of course). At one time or another we’ve 
paused and questioned this seemingly random and unrelated tradi-
tion…but with a mouthful of milk chocolate we don’t dwell on it. 
Don’t worry, no one’s going to tell you to put down your cream egg 
(or my personal favourite, Mini Eggs…). We’re just going to go on 
our own Easter hunt of sorts – a hunt to find the true origin of the 
myth behind the imaginary Easter Bunny and his legendary basket of 
mysterious eggs. We begin our search with a multiple choice quiz: 
 

1. The bunny is a symbol for:
 a. Purity
 b. New Life
 c. Transition

2. The Easter Bunny originates from:
 a. Germany
 b. France
 c. North America

3. The first edible  Easter Bunny came from:
 a. Switzerland
 b. Germany
 c. Russia

4. The egg is a symbol for:
 a. The Holy Trinity
 b. Frailty
 c. Rebirth

5. The Easter Bunny legend states: 
 a. If you are a good little boy or girl the Easter Bunny  
     will leave you a nest filled with colourful eggs.
 b. Early mythology tells a story of a magical bunny who  
                  lays  eggs and hides them in the forest. It was thought  
                  that if you could find one of these eggs you would have  
                  good fortune for the year. 
 c. Cadbury Chocolate Company was looking for a way  
     to capitalize on sales post-Christmas. They created the  
     story  of the Easter Bunny who would fill baskets with  
     chocolate eggs. It caught on quickly and soon families  
     had incorporated the Easter Bunny into their Easter  
     festivities. 

Have you chosen your answers? Let’s see how well you did! Early 
Early Christian missionaries would often integrate local folklore and 
traditions into their customs and celebrations. Christ’s resurrection 
was already being observed at the same time as the ancient Saxons 
celebrated Easter, the return of spring. Not wanting to break tradition, 
the Christians incorporated not only the name used to celebrate the 
season but also the existing symbols of the rabbit and the egg. 
The reproducing abilities of the rabbit easily lend itself to the symbol 
of new life. This symbol was a natural and appropriate addition to the 
observance of Christ’s resurrection.  

So, the rabbit makes sense – but what about eggs? Were eggs served 
at the ‘Last Supper’ or something? I don’t know… I’m sure there’s a 
paper somewhere that goes over the menu in detail. As for our hunt, 
the egg (though used quite often to help explain the Holy Trinity) is 
in fact a symbol of rebirth – another easily adaptable symbol to our 
Easter story. 

The first stories combining the bunny and the egg hail from Ger-
many sometime in the 1500’s. The tale goes that the Easter Bunny 
will leave coloured eggs in nests made by well-behaved children. The 
exact origin of how the legend came to be hasn’t been pinned down. 
Personally, I’m starting to think that, based on Santa Claus and the 
Easter Bunny, children were clearly out of control and unmanageable. 
Why else would parents need to create these elaborate stories in order 
to cajole their kids into behaving? Apparently, parents in the 1500’s 
weren’t above bribes either... 

Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, who do we have to thank for 
the delicious confections adding to our waistlines? That would be our 
German storytellers.  The first edible bunny was made from pastry 
and sugar in the 1800’s.  

So there you have it. Although the symbolic meanings of the egg and 
bunny predate Easter, they are both symbols that can serve to reiterate 
what Easter is all about; rebirth that allows us a new life in Christ.

Melissa Abusow is looking forward to  
celebrating Easter with family at FAC.   
 
References: The History of Easter and 
the Easter Bunny’ by Arlene Wright-
Correll; www.easterbunnys.net;  
www.fisheaters.com/symbols.html

“It was then that I carried you.” The well-known 
poem, Footprints in the Sand, has inspired many people over 

the years and Lynn Stephenson is among the many. Raised in a 
nominal Christian home, Lynn knew of God but doesn’t recall 
being introduced to life-changing faith in Christ. The church she 
attended with her parents did not have Sunday School, so Sunday 
morning church services became the longest hour of her week. 
  
Fast forward a few years, and Lynn found herself happily married 
and very busy with 3 little boys, aged 2, 5 and 7. Life was good. 
Then the unthinkable happened:  Lynn was diagnosed with spinal 
cancer. With the real possibility that the cancer had spread to her 
brain, Lynn knew her life was hanging by a thread. Despite the 
fear, anxiety and anger wrestling for the upper hand in her heart, 
Lynn knew that she needed to get her life right with God. That 

was the moment her walk with Jesus truly began. 

  
During the long, arduous rounds of surgery, radiation and chemo, 
Lynn’s faith and relationship with the Lord grew. Unfortunately, 
her husband was unable to handle the stress of it all and left Lynn, 
unable to walk without her braces and crutches, to raise three boys. 
God has been faithful to Lynn through the seasons of life, as He is 
with all of His children – faithful to carry us when we simply can’t 
take another step on our own. Lynn was introduced to FAC 
and immediately knew this was the place for her. Soon after, 
Lynn led a Life Group in her home for about a year and a half, 
then began to attend a Bible study at FAC, sometimes filling in for 
the leader when needed. It has been a wonderful time of growing 

in the Lord and sharing life with other women.
 
Her leadership involvement led to membership at FAC, 
and becoming a member led to Lynn’s decision to be 
baptized. It is a natural progression of the journey that the Lord 
has been leading her on and she desires to be obedient and follow 
His leading. The time is now. 
  
Considering the future, Lynn is excited and optimistic 
about the possibilities. Her three sons are adults now, each of 
them finding their own way and serving the Lord, a testament to 
Lynn’s courageous walk of faith and God’s faithfulness. Perhaps she 
will lead a Life Group again as FAC grows and more groups spring 
up. What really brings Lynn to life is Africa. Never mind the leg 
braces and crutches or the scooter Lynn relies on to get around 
in – Africa has been tugging at her heart for quite some time 
now. With a background in teaching and tutoring Kindergarten 
through Grade 12 students, “Mama Scoot” (as Lynn is affection-
ately known) feels that God will plant her in a place where those 
skills will bring education and the promise of a better future to the 
people of Africa. 
  
Lynn has felt the Lord carry her through many of the fiery trials 
she has gone through. The sweet fragrance Lynn emanates is a 
testimony that God does carry His children and that He truly can 
take all things and turn them for His glory. 

Lynn Stephenson getting batptized. 
[photo taken by Paul Bottomley]



BALI

This past February, I was privileged to join a small group 
from FAC who went to explore potential areas of partner-

ship with an international church in Bali, Indonesia. I joined 
the team because I wanted to be a part of the exploration process 
– to discover how God was calling His people to use the resources, 
talents, and gifts He has equipped us with to accomplish His specific 
purposes on the island of Bali. Personally, I knew God had opened 
the door for me to go when He allowed me to fit this trip in between 
tight work commitments – right down to the minute!  

From the minute our team landed, we were blown away by the godli-
ness, friendliness, and gentle spirits of the people we met. I experi-
enced firsthand what it truly means to be the Body of Christ – even 
in a foreign country we were welcomed into their homes, shared din-
ner with their families, and felt a true kinship with our new friends. 
It was a valuable opportunity to get to know the people who 
make up the church, hear their stories, understand their 
vision for the church, and witness the needs that could be 
addressed. We were humbled and encouraged as we met so many 
remarkable people who have dedicated their lives and resources to 
be obedient to God – people who have been faithfully serving God 
in Bali longer than I have been alive; people who gave up their own 
home so their local workers would have a church to meet in; people 
who stood firm in their faith even as their communities shunned 
them – just to name a few examples.  

The week we were in Bali happened to be one of the biggest festival 
celebrations in the Balinese calendar. As we watched the locals dress 
up in their finest to present daily offerings and prayers to their Hindu 
gods, we were reminded of how much the island needs the 
love of God. Many foreigners also make their home in Bali, and the 
thought of a vibrant church community representing “every tongue 
and every tribe” on that island is very exciting.

Overall, the trip was a very touching and eye-opening experience – 
and not because we saw Pastor Scott, Pastor Les, and Jeff in skirts 
... I mean, sarongs. We saw many opportunities to serve God 
alongside the amazing people He has already placed on the 
island of Bali. I am so excited to “lean in” and see how God leads us 
to do His work there in the future.   Tiffany Ho enjoys travelling, 
fashion and good food.

POPULATION: 3,891,000

AREA: 5,632 km²  

LANGUAGES: Balinese & Indonesian

GDP (total): $8.16 million 

RELIGIOUS MAKEUP [%]

Balinese Hinduism ........................ 92.29%
Islam ..................................................   4.79%
Christianity .....................................   1.38%
Buddhism .......................................    0.64%
 

(Bali has approx. 50 Christian & Missionary Alliance Churches)

 

A small but faithful group of women from FAC have 
found a way to serve those who may often be forgotten 

and lonely in our society. “The Cheer Bringers is a visitation 
ministry team who aim to serve God by visiting shut-ins from 
our church who are referred to us by Pastor Ray Matheson, our 
Pastor of Congregational Care,” organizer Laurie Whitcomb 
explains. “We meet with one lady each, so we can form a close, 
trusting relationship and we visit her at a mutually convenient 
time once a month.”

The group began two years ago during a Women’s Ministry 
event and has been going strong ever since. Volunteers  
encourage those they visit with flowers or baked 
goods and then spend time sharing life together.  
“We share Bible verses of encouragement and we read our own 
daily devotional books,” Laurie says. “Our pastors are always 
ready to help us with any questions we can’t answer.”

While not everyone is cut out to serve in the Cheer Bring-
ers ministry, the only requirement is compassion. “We’re very 
sure that our compassionate God knows and is pleased with 
those who bring His message to the elderly who face an eternal 

future,” exclaims Laurie. “It’s a privilege to do this.”  
And those visited are impacted positively, “Most of the 
ladies we visit are positive in attitude, because they are glad 
to have a regular, caring visitor they’ve come to know and 
appreciate,” Laurie observes.

One of the ladies that the group visits each month has 
maintained an especially positive attitude in the face of health 
concerns. “Mary Fodor is one of our really precious la-
dies with an excellent perspective,” says Whitcomb. “She 
and her husband, Bill, have both had significant health chal-
lenges, but through it all they’ve kept wonderful attitudes.” The 
Fodors have been in and out of the hospital with treatment 
for Mary’s cancer and the successful removal of a large tumor 
from Bill. Mary was able to leave the hospital recently, but the 
future is uncertain. “We don’t know at this time exactly how 
much time she has till she goes home to be with the Lord,” her 
daughter, Jane, states. The family is hopeful that Mary will be 
well enough for a visit in April from one of her sons who lives 
in Brazil.

The Cheer Bringers exist to encourage many people 
just like Mary and Bill Fodor. “It would be wonderful if 
someday Jesus would say to them, ‘Well done, good and  
faithful servants. Enter into the joy of the Lord,’” says Laurie.

For more info on how to be a part of The Cheer Bringers,  
contact Pastor Ray Matheson rmatheson@faccalgary.com 
/403-212-8838.  i Written by Emily Robertson

I recently watched the movie “UP” for the second time and I was 
blown away once again by how beautiful this movie is. The story is 
beautifully crafted and has much to teach us about living life ...
 
The movie begins with a boy and a girl meeting each other as chil-
dren. The little girl (Ellie) shares her life dream of living in Paradise 
Falls with her then friend Carl. Ellie makes Carl swear that he will 
take her there one day ...
 
The day comes when Ellie passes away and Carl is left alone  
without his best friend.  This leaves him somewhat grumpy and 
disappointed that he was unable to deliver on the promise he made 
to Ellie. This leads Carl on a crazy adventure to fulfill his word to Ellie 
even if she was no longer around.
 

... Then in one of the most beautiful scenes I have ever seen Carl sits down and begins to look 
through Ellie’s scrapbook.  Carl thought it was empty, that Ellie was saving it for the  
day they fulfilled their ultimate dream.  What he discovers is that the book is filled with memories 
and adventures. He realizes that he’s been missing out and that for Ellie it was never entirely 
about the dream but the adventure along the way.
 
It’s easy to allow ‘the next’ to occupy your entire field of view.  The tragedy with this is that we can 
end up missing the beautiful story that is unfolding right under our noses. The dream becomes 
the end and everything else in life becomes a means to that end. Life passes by unnoticed and we 
are in danger of being neglectful of our responsibilities in the here and now .... I have dreams ...  
For the rest of Brad’s  blog entry, visit:  www.pastorbradyoung.com

Brad’s Blog  



DiscoveryLand
Infants | PreSchool | Gr. 1-4

DiscoveryCamps 
July 3-6, 2012 
PreSchool Camp/Grade School 
Camp/Sports Camp/Sewing 
Camp/Afternoon Adventure 
Online registration begins April 9! 
For more info, contact Cherrie 
Merryweather cmerryweather@
faccalgary.com/403-258-8287.

Gr. 1-4 Bible Bucks Pizza Party
Friday, May 25, Room 255 AB 
Have your kids learned their verses 
and saved up their Bible Bucks? 
Sign up with Colleen choare@ 
faccalgary.com/403-258-8285.  

Students
Jr. High | Sr. High | Young Adults

Leaders’  Training Night 
April 20, 7-10 pm @ GCA 
If you’re a volunteer student 
ministries leader for Accelerate, 

elevation, Oxygen or The Source, 
we want you to come! Contact 
Sara Vanderveen svanderveen@
faccalgary.com/403-212-8849.

Accelerate (Gr. 5-6) Fear Factor   
April 27, 6:30-9 pm @ FAC 
Cost: $2; invite a friend! For 
details contact Jon Caldwell 
jcaldwell@faccalgary.com 
/403-258-4354.

Oxygen 30 Hr. Famine 
April 13-14 Sleepover  
Support our grade 10-12 students 
for this worthy cause! Contact 
Spencer Young syoung@faccalgary.
com/403-212-8849.

Oxygen Sr. High 
Intergenerational Coffee House 
Friday, April 27 
2-5:30 pm in the Harvest Rooms, 
cost: $5 (if you want pizza!) 
Contact Jonathan Klein jklein@
faccalgary.com/403-212-8851.

CommunityLink
A Little Bit of Everything
 
City Wide Prayer Rally 
Friday, April 27, 7-9 pm 
with special guest, Rev. Daniel 
Henderson at RockPointe Church 
(Bearspaw Campus, 255024 
Lochend Road NW). Email to 
mary.cwpr@peddieroofing.ca.

Emmaus Fine Art Show   
March 23-May 4  
The Emmaus Fine Art Group 
proudly presents, “Inspiration, 
Motivation & Exploration” at The 
House Coffee Sanctuary (126 - 10 
Street NW); 9 am-10 pm daily.

Cultural Awareness Workshop
Saturday, May 5, 9 am-4 pm  
Cooperative ESL Ministries is 
offering this workshop at St. James 
Anglican Church; early bird cost 
(including lunch) is $50, or $60 
after April 20. For more info, visit 
www.eslcooperative.ca. 

Oil Change Day   
Sat. May 12, 7 am-4:30 pm 
Are you financially unable to keep 
up with basic vehicle maintenance? 
Let us serve you! Send an email to: 
oilchangeday@faccalgary.com or 
call Dale Sevcik 403-236-5619.

Need a Helping Hand?
Tool Team offers practical help 
for anyone with financial/physical 
challenges, including appliance 
& household repairs, basement/
garage clean-up, snow removal & 
more. Contact Dave Bruce tool-
team@faccalgary.com/403-256-
1995 or drop off a request in the 
“help” box in the Action Centre.

RIDE 2012  (June-July) 
This cycle/motorcycle trek across 
Canada seeks to raise awareness 
and provide resources this summer 
for our C&MA inner city church 
plants in Toronto, Vancouver and 
Montreal. Pledge, pray or ride – 
there are many ways to support 
this cause; visit www.ride2012.ca.

IN THE KNOW

IN LOVING MEMORY

Condolences - to friends & family 
of Carole Lawrence who went to 
be with the Lord on March 14. A 
memorial service was held at the 
church on March 26.

Sympathies - to the friends of Linda 
Adams who passed away Feb. 26; 
a funeral service was held at the 
church on March 3.

CHILD DEDICATIONS

The following children were dedicated  
to the Lord in March:

Sofia Natalia Morales (Dec. 21/11) 
Daughter of Noe & Vicky Morales

Bryce David McKellar (Nov. 25/11) 
Son of Ryan & Elisa McKellar

Child Dedication Service  
The next public child dedication ser-
vice will be May 5. If you’re interested 
in child dedication, contact Sharon 
Teichroeb steichroeb@faccalgary.
com/403-212-8847.

NEW MEMBERS

Lilia Abarabar   
Mahnaz Amirsadeghi
Cindy Burns 
Wilfred & Charlotte Crewe
Kendall Delamont   
Paul & Susan Driedger
Ken & Sally Dyck   
Dagmar Fortmuller
David & Kathy Grimwood
Oden & Michelle Gruszecki
Tim & Audrey Harkema
Tim & Missy Henderson
Doug & Heather Holt
Kim Janzen
Dana Johnson
Kelly Johnston
Janice Kemp
Nylan and Ashley Clark

Membership Matters and is 
an important step of deepening 
your commitment to your church 
family! For more info, please 
contact Heather Brown hbrown@
faccalgary.com/403-212-8854.

Leslie Kime
Dwayne & Ronda Klippenstein
Michael & Bonnie Lang
Lorraine Lindgren
Laurena MacGregor
Keyvan Pezeshki
Shelley Radway 
Debbie Rice
Rodd Sawatzky
John & Ellen Seib
Catherine Siebring
Benjamin & Christy Silcox
Jeff Thiessen
Steve & Angela Welsh
Dawna Jean Wiens
Henry & Carol Wybenga
Karen Yip
Brianne Yurkewich

Connect
Men | Women | Singles | Seniors

Women2Women Expo 
Saturday, April 21, 9 am-3 pm 
It’s a Home & Garden extrava-
ganza at FAC! Tickets: $5 available 
online or at Cornerstone Resourc-
es; all proceeds will go to a local 
women’s charity.

Fusion Singles’ Spring Retreat
June 8-10 @ Discovery Lodge 
Join our dynamic group of 25-
35ish singles for a weekend away 
with Pastor Randy Rohrick!  
Email: fusion@faccalgary.com

Intergenerational Coffee House 
Friday, April 27 
2-5:30 pm in the Harvest Rooms, 
cost: $5 (if you want pizza!) 
Contact Jonathan Klein jklein@
faccalgary.com/403-212-8851.

Marriage
Preparation & Enrichment

Preparation for Marriage
April 27-28, Harvest ABC 
This 2-day workshop for engaged 
couples offers a fun “date night” 
atmosphere as you participate in 
practical talks. Cost: $115/couple 
(includes meals & coffee breaks). 
Register online before April 22. 

Serve
Opportunities to Volunteer

The Xtreme Rakeover
Saturday, May 26 @ FAC 
Like to get your hands dirty? 
Bring the whole family and join 
us for a day of gardening and 
landscaping here at FAC! Lunch 
provided; sign up with Noelle  
nbannister@faccalgary.com 
/403-258-4357.

Serve Day  
Saturday, June 9 
Last year, teams of people from 
FAC joined this city-wide day 
of service helping out in various 
community projects. Get inolved! 
Contact Grant Weber gweber@
faccalgary.com/403-212-8842 or 
visit www.serveday.ca.

Share
Global Impact | Ethnic Ministries
 
D.A.R.T. Conference
June 18-22 @ FAC 
This Disaster Assistance Response 
Training will equip you for short 
term missions in response to natu-
ral disasters around the world. For 
group rates & more info, contact 
Craig globalimpact@faccalgary.
com/403-258-7247 or go online 
www.swi.org/dart.html.

Short Term Mission Trips
Summer 2012 
For a full listing of upcoming 
mission trips this summer, go 
online and look under SHARE 
> GLOBAL IMPACT or contact 
Craig globalimpact@faccalgary.
com/403-258-7247. Watch for 
our fundraisers on Main Street!

Grow
Classes & Courses @ FAC

The Power of a Day Retreat
April 14, 9:30-noon 
Learn how to have a life of 
purpose and balance under the 
Lordship of Jesus in this morning 
workshop with Bill Westmacott 
in the Harvest Rooms. For pric-
ing & to register, go online or 
Cornerstone Resources. Contact 
Janet Loewen jloewen@faccalgary.
com/403-252-7572.  

Preparing for Baptism
April 24, 6:30 pm 
Come to this info session in  
Harvest B if you’d like to be 
baptized May 5/6! Register online 
or contact Janet Loewen jloewen@
faccalgary.com/403-252-7572.

Discipleship Explored
Thursdays, 7 pm
Take part in this 9-week course 
(a next step after Christianity 
Explored) April 12-May 31 in 
the Harvest Rooms. Cost: $10; 
register online or at Cornerstone 
Resources.

Support & Recovery
Being There for Each Other 

Widows’ Potluck Lunch
Saturday, May 26, 1-3 pm
What is normal after losing your 
husband? What are your vulner-
abilities? Join us for conversation 
& community (offsite). for direc-
tions and to RSVP, contact Sandi 
Kinnie 403-271-4389.

Grief Support
Wednesdays, 7-9 pm 
This support group offers tools 
and resources as you grieve the 
death of a loved one. Begins 
April 25 and runs until June 6 
in Harvest B; no cost. Contact 
Janet Loewen jloewen@faccalgary.
com/403-252-7572.  
 
Special Events

Friday Night Live
April 13, 7 pm @ FAC 
Come for a night of city-wide 
creative and unleashed worship 
led by our own young adults. For 
more info contact Dave Conrad 
dconrad@faccalgary.com/403-
258-7248.

Truth Matters Tour
Sunday, April 22, 7 pm @ FAC 
WorldServe Ministries is partnering 
with churches across Canada to 
stand for Truth with speaker and 
worship leaders Sean McDowell, 
Phil Wickham and Paul Baloche. 
Tickets: $14 (tax included)  
available at Cornerstone Resources 
403-212-8846/bookstore@ 
faccalgary.com.

Concert of Hope
May 11, 7:30 pm @ FAC 
An evening of Disney, Looney 
Toons and famous opera selections 
featuring Michelle Minke, Derek 
Johnson, Jorge Avilés, the FAC 
Orchestra & Chorus and  mem-
bers of Cowtown Opera Com-
pany! Tickets: $15 available online 
beginning April 7. Net proceeds 
go to Compassion’s Child Survival 
Program in Haiti.

Michael W. Smith Concert
Monday, May 14, 7 pm @ FAC 
Wonder, Worship & Glory:  
An evening with Michael W. 
Smith with guest Jon Bauer.  
Tickets: $38.25 (tax included) 
available at Cornerstone Resources 
403-212-8846/bookstore@fac-
calgary.com.

Spring Dinner Theatre
May 31, June 1 & 3 @ FAC 
Plan to invite friends for this 
fun night out including a deli-
cious three course meal and live 
theatre! This year’s production is 
“God’s Favorite,” by Neil Simon, a 
comedy based on the story of Job. 
Tickets: $20 available online May 
5 (reserved & limited seating). 



What’s your personality type? Take the online test:  www.faccalgary.com/documents/Personality Test.pdf

Julie McPhail, Art Director
Personality: Beaver/Golden Retriever
FAC Staff 

Heather Wile, Editor in Chief
Personality: Lion/Golden Retriever
FAC Staff 

Cheryl Siebring, Editor
Personality: Golden Retriever
FAC Staff 

Suzanne Van Herk, Admin.
Personality: Beaver/Golden Retriever
FAC Staff 

Teagan Leong, Design
Personality: Beaver
Volunteer

Daron Young, Writer/ 
Photography
Personality: Golden Retriever/Beaver
Volunteer

Paul Bottomley, Photography
Personality: Beaver/Golden Retriever
Volunteer

Emily Robertson, Writer
Personality: Otter/Lion
Volunteer

Elizabeth Anderson, Writer
Personality: Beaver
Volunteer

Melissa Abusow, Writer
Personality: Otter
Volunteer

Philip Abusow, Writer
Personality: Golden Retriever
Volunteer

Helga Lempriere, Writer
Personality: Beaver/Golden Retriever
Volunteer

Sarah McCoy, Writer
Personality: Otter/Lion
Volunteer

Missing in Action:
Jill Hopkins (Photographer)
Patrick Donovan (Designer)


